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Message Text 


E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID 

SUB J : VISIT OF PEACE CORPS OFFICIAL TO BURUNDI 

REF : STATE 56694 

I WISH TO RECORD MY GRATITUDE BOTH FOR WASHINGTON'S 
AUTHORIZATION OF VAUT VISIT (REFTEL) AND FOR EXCELLENT 
PRESENTATIONS MADE BY VAUT TO BURUNDIAN OFFICIALS ABOUT PEACE 
CORPS. IN VISITS TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PLANNING AND TO 
DIRECTORS GENERAL IN MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

AGRICULTURE, HEALTH, AND EDUCATION, VAUT SEEMED TO AROUSE 

REAL INTEREST IN CORPS' POSSIBILE UTILITY FOR BURUNDI. WE 
STRESSED EVERYWHERE THAT BURUNDI WOULD HAVE TO TAKE THE 
FORMAL INITIATIVE OF REOPENING ISSUE OF PEACE CORPS, SINCE IT 
HAD TURNED DOWN U.S. OFFER IN 1975. 1 THINK THAT ANY RESIDUAL 
MISAPPREHENSIONS ABOUT PC HERE HAVE BEEN DISPELLED AMONG 
OFFICIALS WE VISITED. AND THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THAT THE PC 
IS A GENUINE TECHNICAL SERVICE ORGANIZATION WITHOUT 
POLITICAL CONNOTATIONS. 
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